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New Summer Exhibit:

From Gift to Gallery—New Acquisitions: 2004—2009

For over one hundred years, the Alaska State
Museum has collected and preserved art and
artifacts representing Alaska's history and
cultures. Given Alaska's diversity and
complexity, and with limited funding and
space, the museum must systematically and
objectively decide what to collect. With a
sense of historical perspective, and following
strict criteria, the museum selects both old
and relatively new items that provide a view
into Alaska’s past and present.

A painting of Sitka, dated 1901, painted by Lesley Jackson, daughter

By Steve Henrikson, Curator of Collections

In May 2010, the Alaska State Museum will
open a very special exhibit called “From Gift to
Gallery” featuring over 100 of the
approximately 500 objects acquired since
2004. The show will provide fascinating
information about the objects themselves and
insight into the collecting process. How does a
museum select items to represent life in
Alaska? How does it recognize works of art
that will stand the test of time? Is an object
collected because it is unique and rare or
because it is so commonplace and ubiquitous
that it represents the daily lives of average
Alaskans?

The exhibit includes a broad number of
objects—from military artifacts of the Aleutian
Campaign of WWII to a set of miniatures of
firearms delicately carved in ivory by a Yup’ik
or Inupiaq artist. It also includes a rare 1872
mural of the fur seal rookery on St. Paul Island
by naturalist Henry Wood Elliott, a 19th
century Athabascan girl’s dress, Tlingit spruce

of Preshyterian missionary and General Agent of Education for

Alaska the Reverend Dr. Sheldon Jackson. The painting was from the
collection of Governor John Brady, founder of the District of Alaska
Library and Museum (the forerunner of the Alaska State Library and

Alaska State Museum). The museum acquired the piece in 2007.
ASM 2007-12.
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The Friends of the Alaska State Museum is a non-profit organization dedicated to
the support of the Alaska State Museum’s activities throughout Alaska.
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root baskets, and artifacts newly recovered This amazing exhibit will be at the Alaska State
from Alaskan and Russian shipwrecks. Museum from May 7 to October 23, 2010. It
Together, these objects—Ilike the collection as will be well worth your time to stop by with
a whole—form a well-rounded and balanced family and friends to

representation of Alaska’s history and experience this exhibit.
cultures. Seeing  these  special
objects and learning about
the collection process will
leave you with
appreciation and
understanding for the
ongoing efforts to collect
and preserve our legacy.

In 2004, NOAA and the Alaska State Office of
History and Archaeology divers located the
steering wheel hub, stamped “Kad'yak® in
Russian Cyrillic, from the sailing bark of the
same name owned by the Russian American
Company. The trading vessel, said to have
been carrying a load of ice destined for
California, sunk in 1860 near Spruce Island.
The name on the hub confirmed that the wreck
was indeed that of the Kad'yak.

Diver image courtesy Kad'yak 2004 Exploration,

Tane Casserly, NOAA-OE
Hub photo by volunteer photographer Sara Boesser

This 19th century Tlingit spruce root basket was received in

tattered condition with major tears and missing pieces. The

basket was restored by a conservation intern, Samantha

Springer, under the supervision of ASM conservator Ellen

Carrlee. Gift of Francis de Rosiers.

Photo by volunteer photographer Sara Boesser. ASM 2008-11-12
ASM 2006-18-1

NEWS FROM THE MUSEUM STORE

The FASM Store is flourishing. It has been cleaned and
buffed until everything is gleaming, and orders are being made
for the upcoming summer season. One of the exciting new books APUN
the store is carrying is a newly released children’s science-based '
book, “Apun: The Arctic Snow” by Matthew Sturm. This
40-page book tells the story of the Arctic winter cycle and has an
excellent companion teacher’s guide to help educators and
students appreciate the Arctic snow cover. Autographed copies
of “Apun” and the teacher’s guide will be available in the
museum store.

Fhe Arctic Snow

Matthew

The FASM and museum will be host to a family event ' Sturm
celebrating winter on February 27. Matthew Sturm, geophysicist
with the Cold Regions Research and Engineering Laboratory and
author of the book will be here as part of the youth activity. Call
465-2901 for more information.




Kodiak’s Baranov and Alutiig Museums:
Sharing the Rich History of the Island

One of the many things the State Museum does
besides protecting the state’s collections is to
help small museums throughout Alaska to
preserve and catalog their collections. ASM’s
Curator of Museum Services, Scott Carrlee, has
placed conservation interns in numerous Alaska
museums for the past two summers. During the
summer of 2008, Elizabeth Manekin from
Providence, Rhode Island, served as an intern at
the Alutiig Museum and the Baranov Museum on
Kodiak Island. She assisted the museum staff in
preparing a planning document for obtaining
future collections and helped complete an
accreditation application to the American
Association of Museums (AAM). The Friends of
the Alaska State Museum would like to continue
to feature and introduce our membership to some
of the various small museums in the State. Each
museum offers a unique view into the history of
its region.

The Baranov Museum

When Baranov (or “Baranof,” either spelling or
pronunciation is accepted) built a log home 201
years ago, chances were good that he did not
anticipate it becoming a museum some day. The
Baranov Museum in Kodiak is housed, in part, in
this log building, now a National Historic
Landmark. The building is also known as the
Russian-American Magazine, or the Erskine
House. It is a joy simply to enter the structure,
knowing that this Russian-appointed Territorial
Governor, Baranov, and his family lived within
its rooms for some years long ago.

The museum has an interpretive emphasis on
southwest Alaska’s Russian era (1741-1867) and
the early American era (1867-1912) relative to
Kodiak and the Aleutian Islands regions. The
collections include approximately 2,200 objects
ranging from a 26-foot long wood frame Alutiiq
baidarka (kayak) covered in sea lion skin and
constructed in the late 1800s to examples of

By Paige Merriam, Board Member
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Docent at the Baranov, Museum

sealskin currency printed by the Russian-
America Company in the 1820s. Some objects
date back several thousand years. All were used
in coastal southwest Alaska. The museum also
houses a plethora of Alaskan art in such forms
as sculpture, scrimshaw, carvings, egg tempera
iconography, pen and ink, and watercolor and
oil paintings.

The Aleut grass basketry collection is made all
the more interesting by the method of display.
Many pieces are shown with a photo of the
maker and information providing background
on technigque and perhaps a bit about when and/
or where the basket was used. Some stitches in
the weavings are too small to see without
magnification. One has to marvel at the
eyesight and fine-motor skills the maker must
have possessed, not to mention the exquisite
basket designs.

(Continued on page 4)
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Other particularly interesting objects include a
100-year old Narwhal whale “tusk” (an incisor
tooth) and doll sized seal skin boats with Native
Alaskan figures posed in the cockpits, finely
detailed and carefully crafted. One can see the
strain in these representative bodies as they
struggle to pull the oars against imaginary water.
There are also a couple whale inner ear bones,
each the size of a human fist.

Scanning the museum website, it is obvious that
the educational component offers much to those
interested in learning about the museum’s
collection. Many opportunities for on-site hands-
on activities designed to make use of objects and
photographs in the museum’s collections are
offered.  Programs are for both adults and
children and include, but are not limited to, grass
basket weaving classes, creating scrimshaw art
pieces, learning how to use a Russian abacus,
making replicas of flags that were flown at some
point in Alaska history, learning how to paint
Matrushka dolls, participating in a mock
archaeology dig, a spring lecture series, research
presentations and book signings, artist receptions,
and musical concerts as well as after-school arts
programs.

The Baranov Museum is a must-see for all who
travel to Kodiak and are interested in learning
about the history of the area. Be prepared to be
greeted at the door by a woman wearing an otter
pelt as a sash and to leave wishing you had many
more hours to explore this fascinating and well
presented collection.

The Alutiig Museum and

Archaeological Repository

The Alutiiq Museum’s focus is on Native
heritage. Its doors opened in 1995, thanks to a
1.5 million dollar grant from the Exxon Valdez
Oil Spill Trustee Council and a belief on the part
of the Kodiak Area Native Association (KANA)
that the “exploration and celebration of Alutiiq
heritage is essential to the health of the Alutiiq
people.” KANA created heritage programs with
the goal of “promoting awareness of Alutiiq
history, language and arts and raising awareness

of the rich cultural legacy of all the indigenous
societies of the Alaskan Gulf coast.” The
museum also supports research on Alutiiq culture
and history.

Looking ahead to the fall lecture series makes
one wish s/he lived in Kodiak and could take
advantage of the many interesting presentations
coming up. The series, beginning August
27, 2010, hosts Patrick Saltonstall, Curator,
speaking on “Bears and Barabaras; The
Archeology of Karluk Lake.” Later in the
season, Sven Haakanson, Executive Director of
the Alutiig Museum, will present “From Kodiak
to St. Petersburg - Alutiig Collections in
Russia’s Great Museums.” A total of eight
scientists will present the latest research on
history, biology, and geology.

Credit is given to the Baranov and Alutiiq
Museum websites, from which much of the above
information was taken:
Www.baranovmuseum.org,
www.alutiigmuseum.org
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Old Harbor weaver, Feodosia (Kahutak) Inga in 1970.
She is probably responsible for the art of weaving still being
practiced in Old Harbor. Her work is more representative of
the Kodiak-style—large weave, larger objects and more
heavily decorated. Kodiak Historical Society PR 304 N
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Aaron Suring
Abby O'Brien
Akiko Nishijima

Anastasia Taraman-Lynch

Andy Peterson
Ann Riordan
Annie Geselle
Aurora Lang

Bea Shepard
Beth Leibowitz
Bev Kelton

Carol Tocco
Cassandra Otnes
Cathy Price
Christy Terry
Chrystal Smith
Cristine Crooks
Damon Stuebner
Dan Fruits
Debra Gerrish
Dee Longenbaugh
Dianne Kyser
Dick Callahan
Dirk Miller

Dolly Kremers
Dr. Peter Wasilewski
Elayne Boyce
Elder Ankney
Elder Crist

Elder Mineer
Elder Perrett
Elder Quinonez
Elder Terry
Elizabeth Ringle
Elliot Nankervis
Emilia Siefueu
Erin Hood

Fran Dameron
Gary Gillette

Alaska State Museum and Friends Volunteers

In addition to the FASM’s support of the Alaska State
Museum, over 100 volunteers donated over 2,000 hours of
their time to the museum. The Friends wish to add our
thanks to the museum’s appreciation to the following
individuals for their time, energy, and humor in making the
museum a better place to visit.

George Smith
Ginny Palmer
Harriet Milks
Hunter Green
Jackie Manning
Jackie Schoppert
Jackie Schoppert
Janice Criswell
Jane Stokes
Jeffrey Wolfe
Jeremy Kane
Jessica Parks
Joanne Pariseau
John Kremers

Jon Loring

Julie Neyhart
Julie Nishijima
Karen Crane
Katerina Kuntz-Tadda
Katherine Coons
Kathryn Grant-Griffin
Kathy Swanson
Katlyn Kimlinger
Kenndra Willard
Kim Miles

Larry Pearce
Laura Schleifman
Lauren Horelick
Lydia Kline

Lydia Steele

Marie Darlin
Marjorie Schmiege
Marsha Bennett
Mary Hakala
Michael “Smokey”
Schmidt

Michael Schranmu
Michelle Everett
Mike Travis

MK MacNaughton
Nico Glocke

Nora Lynch

Paige Merriam
Pam Knapp
Pamela Mickleson
Pat Race

Quinn White
Rebecca Burns
Rebecca Tyson Smith
Rebekah Peterson
Renee Guerin
Renee Hughes
Ron Klein

Ronan Lynch
Sadie Beck Ingalls
Sara Boesser
Shauna McMahon
Sidmore McLain
Sister Peek

Sister Perrett
Sister Warwood
Stephanie Hoag
Susan Brouillette
Teresa Schimanski
Tom Ainsworth
Tom Mattice

Contributing Agencies

Alaska Boat and Kayak

Alaska Dept. of Fish & Game

Alutiiq Heritage Museum

Canvas Community Art Studio
and Gallery

City and Borough of Juneau

Douglas Island Pink and Chum
Hatchery

Friends of the Alaska State
Museum

Juneau Economic
Development Council -
Springboard

Juneau Ranger District,
Tongass National Forest

Juneau-Douglas City Museum

National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration

National Weather Service

Plein Rein Painters

U.S. Trust, Bank of America
private Wealth
Management, Trustee.

University of Alaska Southeast

During a FASM youth activity, volunteer Beth
Liebowitz instructs a child on how to use of a throwing
board, a once popular tool used by Yup'ik, Inupiaq,
Alutiig, and Unangan hunters for throwing spears.




Annual

REPORT ON THE 2009 ANNUAL MEETING

The annual meeting was held on November 7,
2009. There were 11 people present. A warm
welcome was given to Linda Thibodeau, the new
Division Director of the Division of Libraries,
Archives. and Museums. Thibodeau assumed the
directorship at an exciting time in the division’s
history. All three parts of the division are facing
difficult problems with facilities that are obsolete
and too small for their collections. The various
buildings have had problems with leaky roofs
and water damaging valuable and fragile items.
Under Thibodeau’s guidance, the division is
restructuring for the future in order to protect and
enhance the State’s historical collections.

The Friends also welcomed Bob Banghart as the
new Chief Curator of the museum. Banghart has
a long history of working with museums
statewide in a variety of positions including
being a former Friends Board President and the
former Curator of Exhibits at the ASM. He is
well qualified to guide the State Museum though
the planning of a new facility and redefining the
mission of the museum to meet the needs of all
Alaskans.

Other business included the election of three
Board members: Renee Hughes, Beverly Kelton,
and Diane Kyser. All three of these women were
introduced in the annual letter.  All three are
highly qualified to serve on the Board.

Renee Hughes has been an active volunteer at the
Alaska State Museum for many years and is a
member of the Gastineau Historical Society. She
and her husband are caretakers and managers of
the Last Chance Mining Museum and are
restoring the Sentinel Island Lighthouse.

Beverly Kelton has lived in Juneau for over 30
years. She is well known as a former teacher at
Juneau-Douglas High School and as a volunteer
in many projects such as the Women’s Forum.

Diane Kyser has lived in Juneau since 1993 and
has owned Artemis Enterprise, a massage therapy
business, since 1999. She is a First Lieutenant in
the Auxiliary of the United States Air Force
(Civil Air Patrol) and works with youth in the
Cadet program. She has taught human anatomy
for two years at Echo Ranch Home School
Retreat K thru 12th grades and teaches a
genealogy class to youth at her church. Art
appreciation has always been a big part of
Diane’s life.

The Board of the Friends of the Alaska State
Museum now consists of Renee Hughes,
Marjorie  Schmiege, Pam Knapp, Jackie
Schoppert, Beverly Kelton, Rebecca Smith,
Diane Kyser, Paige Merriam, Rebecca Burns,
Harriet Milks, and Ginny Palmer. The Board of
the Friends welcomes any questions or comments
and will be happy to respond. They can be
reached through the museum—call or leave a
note and someone on the Board will contact you.

Museum Objects Loaned for Special Exhibits in Princeton, NJ and Paris, France

The museum recently concluded
negotiations to loan several objects to
outside museums for special exhibits.

Two ancient ivory figurines were part of
a major exhibition mounted by
Princeton University Art Museum. An
extensive website on the show, entitled

o tlvgrysﬁgugne “Gifts from the Ancestors,” is online
010 Dy Sara boesser . .
ASMILAS106 At artmuseum.princeton.edu/gifts/

ASM has also loaned a Yup’ik mask,
accompanied by another mask from the
Sheldon Jackson Museum, for a
temporary exhibit entitled “La Fabrique
Des Images” in Paris, France at the
ethnographic museum, the Musée du
Quai Branley.




MUSEUM STORE MANAGER NEEDED

The Museum Store is looking for a new Store
Manager. The FASM Board thinks that there
may be a talented Friend in our membership with
an eye for quality art and merchandise who might

be interested, and be a perfect fit, for managing

the store.

The manager will work with paid employees as
well as enthusiastic volunteers. The manager
will talk to vendors and consignors about their
products and work with the Store Committee to
choose which items reflect the museum’s mission
and are the best for the store to carry.

When the cruise ships arrive with visitors from
all over the world, the store must be ready to
offer an exceptional selection of large and small
keepsakes. The Store Manager helps select the
special items sold in the store, trains staff and
volunteers in customer service, and also provides
education on the significance of the merchandise
the store carries.

To be
considered
for the
manager
position,
leave a
résumé at the
museum
addressed to
the Friends
and we will
contact you.

The FASM is
hoping to fill
this position
by March. This is not a state position. The
manager is an employee of a non-profit
organization: The Friends of the Alaska State
Museum. There are no health care or retirement
benefits. Benefits include working with the
museum staff and enthusiastic Friends and being
part of the life among the incredible collection
and exhibitions at the State Museum.

The

Friends
of the

Alaska State Museum
395 Whittier Street ¢ Juneau, AK 99801
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Visit The Friends Alaska State Museum web site at Www.foasm.org

The Friends Alaska State Museum

Board: Renée Hughes, President; Marjorie Schmiege, First Vice President; Pam Knapp, Second Vice President; Rebecca Smith, Treasurer;
Virginia Palmer, Secretary; Jackie Schoppert; Beverly Kelton; Rebecca Burns; Harriet Milks, Paige Merriam and Diane Kyser

Friends of the Alaska State Museum: 465-4840




